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In a few minutes he arrived at 
the top of the ridge, and there he 
stopped, stricken with wonder at 
what he saw a long valley 
floored with green pasturage on 
which a herd of deer browsed. 
Perfect live oaks grew in the 
meadow of the lovely place, and 
the hills hugged it jealously 
against the fog and wind. 


By DON DUGDALE 
Californian Staff Writer 


That lovely place that John 
Steinbeck described in ‘The 
Pastures of Heaven’’ was Corral 
de Tierra, or someplace nearby. 

Corral de Tierra can still be 
seen, in some places, in most of 
its natural beauty. But bit by bit, 
that area and its neighbors — the 
places we call San Benancio 
Canyon and Toro — are changing 
from the largely pastoral, 
secluded paradise that Steinbeck 
described, into busy residential 
subdivisions — the suburbs of 
Salinas and Monterey. 

Those who can afford it — 


Those who can afford 
it...are moving to the 
‘country’ in increasin 
numbers, and lana- 
owners and _ builders 
are doing their best to 
meet the demand. 

By the year 2000 
Salinas and the Mon- 
terey Peninsula will 
very likely be one giant 
metropolitan complex. 

..the question has 
not been whether 
development would 
come, but how soon, 
where and what kind. 


mostly business and professional 
people are moving to the 
‘country’ in increasing num- 
bers, and landowners and 
builders are doing their best to 
meet the demand. 

In addition, the soaring costs of 
construction, governmental 
approval processes and real 
estate itself are combining to 
make the area more income- 
exclusive than it has ever been. 

The result is the fulfillment of 
Steinbeck’s 1932 prophecy, from 
the mouth of .an unnamed 
character in the last pages of 
‘*The Pastures of Heaven’’: 

Some day there’ll be big houses 
in that valley, stone houses and 
gardens, golf links...Rich men 
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‘Pastures of Heaven areb 


Deer still scamper through Corral de Tierra brush, but for how much longer? 


will live there...If I had the 
money, I'd buy the whole thing. 
I'd hold on to it, and sometime I'd 
subdivide it. 

Moving slowly 

The development parade is 
moving forward slowly, but so 
relentlessly that if plans now on 
file in the Monterey County and 
Monterey ve planning depart- 
ments are fulfilled, virtually all 
the buildable land along major 
roads between Salinas and 
Monterey would be used up in 20 
to 30 years. 

By the year 2000 Salinas and 
the Monterey Peninsula will very 
likely be one giant metropolitan 
complex, separated by a 1'4-mile 
wide strip of farmland between 
Salinas and the Salinas River. 

“Given the things that are on 
the drawing boards, certainly it 
looks like there’s going to be a lot 
more development along there as 
a matter of fact, whether you like 
it or not,”’ says Monterey County 
Planning Director Edward 
DeMars, ‘given the fact that it is 
between two growing areas, and 
recognizing the fact that you’ve 


got sewage and water problems 


that have got to be solved.”’ 
‘Inevitable’ 

“I'm afraid it may be 

inevitable,’’ agrees Robert 


Hinrichs, a Salinas attorney and 
Corral de Tierra rancher, ‘I 
really don’t see anything that can 
stop it other than a Petaluma- 
type rationing or quota system on 
how much growth we’re going to 


Already overloaded, 
Route 68 will have to be 
widened if the area 
along the highway con- 
tinues to develop, or 
become permanently 
congested with cars. 


allow in the county over a good 
period of years.”’ 

Hinrichs and his brother own 
346 acres on uppst Corral de 
Tierra Road, which is under a 
Williamson Act agreement with 
the county, which commits the 
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When you ship 
field fresh produce 
it ought to arrive 
that way. 

Field fresh. 
That’s why we 
developed rail retrig- 
erator equipment and 
schedules that insure 

field fresh delivery. 

Our reefers feature 
load dividers to prevent 


shifting, cross membering for 
tiering without crushing, and 
cushioned underframing for a super 


smooth ride. 


We are also partners in two new run-through perishable train operations, 
each of which have cut load cycle time by 
30%, thereby increasing transportation pro- 
ductivity by about 900 cars. 

Union Pacifie’s combination of know-how 
1 and the right equipment makes us hard to 
beat when it comes to shipping 
fruits and vegetables. 
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owners to agricultural or grazing 
use for the next 20 years. 

But the encroaching sub- 
divisions tend to be such a 
harrassing influence that it 
becomes impossible to continue 
to raise cattle, he notes. 

“It’s a classic confrontation 
between pare in our area who 
want to keep it in agriculture’’ 
and the developers, Hinrichs 
says. ‘‘We really would like to 
keep the thing in agriculture, but 
there’s a danger that I see in 
being forced out of it. 

“It’s better to have the 
development back in the Corral 
de Tierra than it is out in the 
agricultural land in the Salinas 
Valley, but that does not mean 
I’m in favor of uncontrolled 
development out there either.’’ 

The future of the area has been 
clear for years, since the first 
subdivisions of small lots started 
to appear near Toro Park and at 
the foot of San Benancio Canyon, 
The Toro Area Master Plan, 
adopted in 1960, designated the 
flatter areas of rangeland for 
residential use. The 700-house 


We are proud 
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NATIONAL BANK 


@ Monterey 
e@ Watsonville 


(Californian photo) 


Toro Park Estates and Serra 
Village subdivisions won county 
approval and were built in the 
1960s and early 1970s. 

Other developments appeared 
along lower Corral de Tierra 
Road and Laguna Seca, and 
houses popped up east and west 
of scenic Laureles Grade Road 
which connects State Route 68 
with Carmel Valley. Since then, 
the- question has not been 
whether development would 
come, but how soon, where and 
what kind. 


Toro Vista 

Most pressing of the large new 
development proposals is the 
plan by Bollenbacher and Kelton, 
Inc., builders of Toro Park 
Estates, for Toro Vista, a 704-unit 
residential area on 1,085 acres 
stretching from River Road to 
San Benancio Road on the south 
side of Route 68. 

When the developers first 
announced their plans in 1973 
their map called for some 1,200 
units. 

Now at the preliminary map 


ecoming suburbs 


stage, the proposal still faces a 
number of hard sessions with the 
county planning commission 
over environmental factors like 
water supply, sewage disposal, 
and traffic, in addition to types 
and design of houses and size and 
location of lots. 

But the eventual approval by 
the board of supervisors of 
between 639 and 705 units has 
been virtually assured since the 
board settled on that range as 
“consistent’’ with the area’s 
master plan late last year. 

Now another 1,500-unit 
proposal has been submitted to 
the planning department, for the 
Violini property extending south 
along River Road from the Toro 
Vista property for a distance of 
about 1!% miles. 

Tagged Las Palmas, that map 
is the conception of Salinas ar- 
chitect Alden Barstad and 
developer Car! Clayton. 


The proposal includes 1,577 
acres containing some large and 
some small lots and some units in 
a planned unit development or 
cluster arrangement. 


The planning staff has not 
completed its evaluation of the 
proposal, and the planning 
commission has not even 
discussed it, so the road to ap- 
proval appears long and difficult. 


Monterey II 


An even more distant but much 
more sweeping proposal is the 
city of Monterey’s plan. for 
Monterey II, a new city of 22,600 
persons extending along both 
sides of Route 68 to Laureles 
Grade Road, covering 8,100 
acres. 


The city council tentatively 
adopted the plan a year ago, with 
the provision that further studies 
be conducted on various en- 
vironmental topics and brought 
back to the council for a final 
decision. 


Those studies include areawide 
underground hydrology, State 
Route 68 traffic, areawide 
drainage, areawide sanitary 
sewers, a fiscal impact analysis, 
annexation and phasing and a 
hillside ordinance, 


The council is said to consider 
the fiscal analysis ‘“‘pivotal’’ to 
the whole plan. The analysis is to 
include the plan's effect on all 
taxing agencies, not just the city. 


First announced in June 1975, 
the Monterey II plan calls for five 
separate villages, with three 
smaller additional housing areas, 
all surrounded by areas of open 
space. A total of 7,800 housing 
units are proposed. 


PASTURES, See page D4 
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... With our 51%4%_ 
flexible Passbook Account 
heading the list. 


As little as five dollars can put you 

in the winners circle with a savings program that yields 

a big 5.39% annually. Your 5%4% Passbook savings are 
always available when you need them, always insured to 
$40,000 — and always invested locally. That last part 

is important to all of us: You see, like the California 

Rodeo, Monterey Savings is a local tradition. So round 

up your savings dollars and join more than 35,000 friends 
and neighbors who help keep local savings here at home ... 
where they work to help make lots of things possible ... 


seb Monterey Savings 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


OY 
TA 
MEL: SAN CARLOS NEAR 6th STREET ° 625-2400 
PACIFIC GROVE FOREST AVE 
GROVE: 900 SLOAT AVENUE ¢ 373-2612 
WA NVILLE: MAIN & WEST BEACH . 
LOS GATOS: KINGS COURT SHOPPING CENTER © 358-1976 
HILL: 17105 MONTEREY ROAD ¢ 779-3139 
SOON TO OPEN IN SAN JOSE 
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‘Pastures’ becoming suburbs 


(Continued from page D2) 
Planners say in- 
creasing pressures for 
development of the area 
prompted the plan, 
which is intended as a 
forecast of how the area 
will look in the year 2000. 
No specific developers’ 
maps have been filed. 
Economic growth 

Pushing forward all 
these. plans are the 
continuing economic 
development of the 
Salinas-Monterey area 

industry and 
agribusiness in Salinas 
and tourism and the 
military on the Penin- 
sula — plus the at- 
tractiveness of the area 
to retirees 

Environmentalist and 
conservation groups like 
the Sierra Club have 
been advocating slower, 
more controlled growth 
for years, and their 
outspokenness along 
with legislation and key 
court decisions have 
brought extensive new 
environmental 
requirements into the 
planning process within 
the last decade. 

But developers and 
other economic interests 
have their advocates in 
government too. In the 
final analysis, after the 
environmental concerns 
are dealt with, govern- 
ment is forced to decide 
whether to grant a 
landowner the use of his 
land or to compensate 
him for denying that use 

compensation tax- 

payers are probably 
unwilling to pay. 
Open land 

Some patches of open 
land have been saved — 
notably the 5,000-acre 
Toro Regional Park, 560- 
acre Laguna Seca 
Recreation Area, a gift 
from. the federal 
government,.and Jacks 
Peak Regional Park, a 
Tee 8 OF we gem 
overlooking the Mon- 
terey Bay and lower 
Carmel Valley. Those 
areas are the public’s to 
enjoy from now on. 

For the remaining 
land, once the owners 
have decided to sell, the 
major limiting factors 
are roads, water and 
sewage disposal. 

Already overloaded, 
Route 68 will have to be 
widened if the area along 
the highway continues to 
develop, or become 
permanently congested 
with cars. The state has 
declined funds to extend 
freeway construction 
even as far as Toro Park, 
so it may be left to local 
interests to finance the 
widening 

Monterey Public 
Works Director Leo 
McIntyre says widening 
the road from two to six 
lanes will be a necessity 
if planned development 
in that area takes place. 
The county planning 
commission has 
discussed a plan to make 
developers pay their 
proportional share of 
road construction costs 
for adjacent highways — 
a cost which would 
eventually be passed 
down to the new home 
purchaser. 

Sewage disposal has 
been a_ troublesome 
problem, but one which 
appears easier to solve 
than traffic or water. 
The company serving 
Toro Park Estates and 
adjacent subdivisions, 
Salinas Utility Services, 


has been repeatedly 


ROUTE see page D6 


Handsome homes like those in Lets Seca Estates (left) and Creekside Es- 
tates (above) now snuggle into t 
are certain to follow. (Californian photos) 


e hillsides along Route 68. More homes 


WELCOME TO PETER PAUL COUNTRY! 


WELCOME TO SALINAS’ 
BIG WEEK FESTIVITIES! 


We hope you have a good time during this “Wild West 
Week"... our employees are happy to join the community 
celebrating California's Most Famous Rodeo. 


Peter Paul ) 
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WHATEVER THE NEED 
— YOU'LL FIND | 
IT AT 
WESTER’S 


“IF YOU CAN'T FIND WHAT 
YOU'RE LOOKING FOR HERE, 
IT HASN'T BEEN CREATED 
YELL: 


Come in and discover how 
fair dealing and dependabil- 
ity backs up your purchase. 
We still say “Service is our 
most important business.” 
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Largest Family Cars 
® Selection Economy Cars 
| of Quality : Luxury Cars 
Mater homes Len e Porsche e Audi ¢ Alfa Romeo « Lotus Sports Cars 
Contd Cont | een e Motor homes « Volkswagen cis opie 


MONTEREY PENINSULA AUTO CENTER, SEASIDE 394-6801 
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Proposed site of Monterey II, as seen from Hidden Hills. 
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(Californian photos) 
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Los Laureles area is being carved to make room for more homes. 


Route 68 has a changing face 


(Continued from page D4) 
chastised and threatened 
by the regional Water 
Quality Control Board in 
recent months for 
alleged intentional 
violation of discharge 
rules. 
Suite filed 

A suit has been filed 
against the utility and its 
parent, company, 
Western Pacific Services 
Co., by the state for 
illegal waste discharge. 
Since that utility is the 


one which is eventually 
intended to serve Toro 
Vista, that problem and 
the utility’s capacity to 
serve 700 new units will 
have to be cleared up 
before the planning 
commission will be 
likely to approve the new 
subdivision. 

Bollenbacher and 
Kelton has said it intends 
to buy both the sewer 
and water companies in 
the area to get the 
problems straightened 
out. 


The water supply for 
Toro Vista may have 
been assured by the 
board of supervisors’ 
decision to allow an- 
nexation of that area to~ 
Zones. 2 and 2A of the 
Monterey County Flood 
Control and Water 
Conservation District. 

That annexation gives 
Bollenbacher and Kelton 
the right to bring in 
water from wells along 
the Salinas River to 
supply their new houses 
in the Toro area, where 


FOR 60 YEARS 


DALEY S Finest inFrolwear 


DALEY'S 
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water is more scarce. 

But along with that 
annexation, supervisors 
also slapped a 
moratorium on future 
annexations to the zones 
for the next few years. 
That means new sub- 
divisions along the Route 
68 corridor will have to 
find their own wells or 
other water source. If 
the Monterey Penin- 
‘sula’s water shortage 
lasts, it could be a long 
wait for a new water 
source. 
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MEN'S SHOES 
Florsheim @ Winthrop @ Evans 


WORK BOOTS 


Chippewa 


Justin @ 


338 Main, Oldtown Salinas & King City 


@ Herman Survivor 


COWBOY BOOTS 


Acme @ Dan Post 


Men’s-Women’s-Children’s 


County planning official Wes Arvig views Toro Vista plans. 
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Rural areas in San Benancio can still be found for cycling. 
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Family trails run through Jacks Peak park. 


(Californian photo) 


Route 68 is an avenue 
to family recreation 


Accent's 
on fun 
for all 
interests 


By TOM WATSON 
Californian Sports Writer 

State Route 68 connecting Salinas and Monterey is 
more than just a highway. It’s an avenue leading to 
a myriad of recreational activities that will interest 
persons of all ages. 

From horseback riding to professional auto racing 
to just plain enjoying the foothills of the Santa Lucia 
range with a walk through Toro Park, the recrea- 
tional activities concentrated along Route 68 are 
probably greater than other areas in aaOnterey 
County. 

Toro Regional Park 

By far the most popular spot along Route 68 is 
Toro Regional Park located six miles from the 
Salinas city limits. Since opening on Oct. 17, 1971, 
Toro has accommodated hundreds of picnickers, 
horseback riders and hikers each weekend. 

Consisting of 4,756 acres, Toro Park is the largest 
county park in the state and surely one of the most 
beautiful. 

In addition to a variety of recreational and day- 
use facilities, Toro Park features group picnic 
facilities, hiking trails and horseback riding trails. 

While current plans call for development of more 
riding and hiking trails, additional parking 
facilities, a youth science center, horseshoe pitching 
area, an equestrian center and camping complex for 
scouting groups, much of Toro will be left in its 
natural state. Plans call for approximately 3,500 
acres to be left with little physical change. 

Gates open daily at 8 a.m. and close at dusk. 
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Reservations for picnic areas for groups of 50 or 


‘more people may be made by calling 424-8611, Ext. 


208. 
Jack’s Peak Park 

Jack’s Peak Park is the newest regional park in 
the. Monterey County Park Department’s chain, 
welcoming visitors through its gates for the first 
time in January of this year. 

Though much smaller than Toro Park (525 acres), 
the views of Steinbeck country while hiking through 
Jack’s Peak are no less spectacular. Magnificent 
views of the Monterey Bay can be seen while hiking 
along the park’s 4.6 miles of developed and marked 
trails for equestrian and hiking use. 

There are designated picnic areas, but currently 
there are no barbecue units, water outlets, group 
use areas or group reservations. 

The park is located two miles off State Route 68, 
directly across from the entrance to the Monterey 
Peninsula Airport. 

Gates open at 8 a.m. and close at dusk. 

Laguna Seca Racetrack 

The one spot along Route 68 that can truly claim 
worldwide fame is the Laguna Seca Racetrack. 

The 1.9-mile course is famous throughout the auto 
racing world for its corkscrew turns and tight cor- 
ners. 

The Sports Car Racing Association of the 
Monterey Peninsula (a non-profit organization) 
runs the races on the track, which is located on land 
now owned by Monterey County. 
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a new Stran Builder. . . 
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As your new Stran Builder in 


the area, Hampshire is ready to 
give you TOTAL construction service. 


That means fast, economical construction of nearly 
any size or type of industrial, commercial or profes- 
sional building. 


Give 
DALE JERRY 


B&T "PEST 
CONTROL 
A CALL! 


those bugs up! 
and keep them in control! 


TERMITE CONTROL 

@ Reliable reports for all real estate 
and loan requirements. 

© Pre-treatment for new construction. 

© Termite and fungus structural repairs. 

© Fumigation for termites and beetles. 


PEST CONTROL 


® One time — monthly — quarterly service. 
@ Residential — Commercial — industrial 
© Safe methods of application for ants, 
earwigs, spiders, roaches, silverfish, 
mice, rats and other pests. 
Serving Monterey and San Benito Counties 


PROMPT, DEPENDABLE SERVICE 
1161-B TERVEN AVE., SALINAS 
PHONE 757-1043 


pn ted trate ee cee 5 epee senate mettre + 


oe . 
=; ' 
1 


What's more, we are backed by Stran's 30-plus 
years of manufacturing, design and engineering ex- 
perience. 


Stran offers computer-run cost estimates and order- 
ing procedures which eliminate expensive waste of 
time and materials. 


If you're thinking about building, you're thinking about value. 
So, think about your new Stran Builder.Us. And give us a call. 
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Ph. 424-7316 or 373-2755 
733 S. Sanborn Road, Salinas, Ca. 
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Good Luck, Leslie 


"fA MAN'S STORE” 


428 BROADWAY 385-4196 


KING CITY 


Best of Luck 
Leslie 


BENGARD "xeon. 
Agency 
GENERAL INSURANCE — LIFE 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE — FARM LOANS 


PHONE 385-5438 
P.O. BOX 817 803 Broadway 


Good Luck 
Leslie 


WESTERN WEAR 


305 Broadway King City 


morsa 
agency 
Ed Morga 
John 
Buttgereit 


117 So. 3rd St. 385-4831 


Best of Luck, Leslie 
BRAY CATTLE CO. & 
BRAY REAL ESTATE 


“In Cow Country” 


Irvin & Albert Bray, Realtors 
232 Broadway 385-4084 


We're Behind You, Leslie 


JOHN ADAMS 
FORD-MERCURY 
602 S. First St. 


King City 385-4811 
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ITS SWEETHEART CONTESTANT FOR THE 


1977 California Rodeo 


We're proud of you Leslie, Good Luck! 


KING CITY 
SALUTES 


_ Miss 
LESLIE 
FERREIRA 


Best of Luck to 


Good Luck Leslie We salute you, 


Leslie Leslie 
TOWN ‘N COUNTRY JOLLY-KONE 
si LAYOUS MISSION VAN GAS 201 Broadway 385-3129 
one 385-3469 KING CITY PHONE 385-5465 
325 Broadway — King City SOLEDAD PHONE 678-3209 King City 


We're Rooting for you, You erp en It, We're Proud Of You 
Leslie pr Leslie 
SALINAS 
TURNER VALLEY FAIR The Southern Monterey 


County Chamber of 
Commerce 


KING CITY 


CHEVROLET-PONTIAC-BUICK 


905 Broadway 
Phone 385-3225 


LYNN’S LIQUOR 


601 BROADWAY KING CITY 


Complete Stock Liquors, 
Wines, Sundries 


NEW LOCATION 


PHONE 385-3691 
open 8 A.M. TO MIDNIGHT 


OUR BEST TO LESLIE 


Best of Luck 
Leslie 


Tavernetti Pngurance Agency 


real estate and general insurance 


333 Broadway 
King City 385-3227 


wa ‘ Dining Room 
Keefer’s “etter Ser 


Congratulations, Leslie 


King City, California 


California's Best 
Springtime Fair 


Lynn’s Department Store 
For Total Shopping 


Bob & Lorraine Bowman 


208 Broadway 


King City 385-3841 


BERTELLI'S 


Rexal Pharmacy 
“We're Proud of You, Leslie” 


304 Broadway 


King City 385-3259 
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Macocio 


CARL JOSEPH MAGGIO, INC. 


We're With You, Leslie 
Jo’s Flower Shoppe 


Flowers and Gifts 


110 N. Vanderhurst 
King City 385-4770 


Way to Go, Leslie 
KING'S TABLE © 
Superb Dining 


Visit Our Back Room 
‘ for cocktails 


Here's to You, Leslie 


Paul T. Beckett 
New York Life Insurance Co. 


205 Broadway, King City 


385-4315 or 422-9851 


CARL'S LIQUORS 
A Bunch of Luck, Leslie 


John Alger 
322 Broadway 385-4511 


Earl Cauley 
611 Canal St. 385-3543 


Pettit Lands Inc. 


Lots of Luck REALTORS 


MEYER TOMATOES We're Backin’ You All The Way, 
‘ Leslie Complete Stock of all Liquors 
218 N. First St. 329 Broadway 204 Broadway 


King City 385-3231 


385-4888 385-3211 
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Jacks Peck offers a majestic view in all directions (left); Toro 
Park (above) is an ideal spot for a picnic. (Coltfornian photos) 


Accent's 
on fun 
for all 


(Continued from page D7) 


There are three racing 
weekends left on this 
year’s schedule of events 
at Laguna Seca. 

On Aug. 27 the Historic 
Automobile Race will be 
run in conjunction with 
the Concourse 
d'Elegance Auto Show 
on the Monterey 
Peninsula. 

The next racing will be 
on the weekend of Sept. 9 
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750 International py 
Motorcycle Race. The §& 
Laguna Seca season 
concludes with the 
Monterey Grand Prix on 


Oct. 8-9, featuring the 


f 


ee 


Camel GT Challenger 
and All-American 
Challenge races. 

Horseback Riding 

For those interested in } 
horses, there are two § 
riding academies- \ 
stables located in the 
Route 68 area. ‘ X 
The Laguna Seca 


Gadsby'’s the areas largest Sony deuler, is proud 
to offer you this internationally recognized orod- 
uct. Sony features television, stereo, radios, tape 
recorders in all price ranges. 


Nb 


sarees 


{ — 
| ¥ 
Training Stabies are § WZ : e 
located on Route 68. The \ } - V/A a Sound Pioneer 
phone number there is § I aN iflt 5 Z 
373-8333, a = ens Custom Installation-Sales & Service 
Also, the Hidden Hills [PNM 3 sees 
Stables are located at the Y go > Component Systems 
to pof Las Laureles (& } ( SOLID-STATE, Eee 
Grade ‘off Route 68) on ¥ W (—7 


——  ascciasieicccoeiee 
Hidden Hills Road. The jf 4 } : 
phone number is 659- 
2844. 

Planned Development 

Still more recreational 
facilities are planned for 
the Route 68 area in the 
near future. 

The biggest plans 
involve the Laguna Seca 
area, of which the 
racetrack is a part. 

Originally owned by 
the United States Army, 
the area was declared 
surplus and given to the 
Monterey County Parks 
Department. 

There are 560 acres in 
the area. Plans call for 
facilities and activities 
not found in the other 
county parks. 

These plans include 
the opening of a pistol 
and .rifie: range 
‘scheduled for ' mid- 


| | MAGNAVOX 
A leader in Television and Stereo, presents this 
Deluxe Decorator Stereo with front and side- 


fired speokers, creating Dimensional Sound 


@ Stereos @ CB's @ Tape Recorders from Stereo FM, records or optional tape equip- 


ment. 
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Zenith is the name that has set the standards " 


‘ that other manufacturers hove had to try and THREE LOCATIONS: 


art, 
’ 
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June) and. overnight meet. This year for 1977, Zenith again jeads 
camping facilities. . 4 the way with super Chroma-Color fl, with S @ 342 MAIN ST., SALINAS 424-6421 tg 
The pistol and rifle | 100% solid state 300V chassis. See the com- (TV, STEREO, RADIO'S, TAPE RECORDERS) mshi © NON y= 
range will cost $1 per } plete line of Zenith products ot Gadsby s. e 357.MAIN ST., SALINAS 422-9363 OLDT WN 
cna ne pidge henry ‘ EMIT. (PIANO & ORGAN DEPT.) SALINAS 
one hour time limit i 2 Fé 
there are. shooters ~ a e332 MAIN ST., SALINAS 424-6421 
waiting turns. —A, (MUSICAL INSTRUMENT DEPT.) 
The range will also be » 2 
available for tour- oe 
naments and group . 
shots. a 


remains 
on its own 


By DEBBIE SCHRADER 
Emphasis Editor 

The bucolic community of Spreckels sits tucked 
just south of Salinas beneath the Santa Lucia Moun- 
tains and among the acres of lettuce, a reminder of 
good days past. 

The town is complete with generai store, school, 
volunteer fire department, church, gas station, 
park, and houses like the ones Tom Sawyer or Becky 
Thatcher might have lived in. 

There’s the post office, compact and one of the 
busiest for its size in the country. There’s the one 
room branch of the county library, housed in the old 
town newspaper’s former quarters. 

The park, built on a green and hilly square, sports 
tennis courts and picnic areas, with those old-time 
houses built on the streets around it. A third of the 
town’s houses are still company-owned by Spreckels 
Sugar. 

The old hotel is gone, the saloon has dried up and 
the Spreckels Bridge, crossing the Salina River, on 
which the ‘“‘Dinky Train’”’ traveled back and forth to 
Salinas in early 1900s, has been torn down. The 
horses and buggies are gone, but the town still looks 
as though they could belong. 

A step inside the brick Emporium, for years the 
company store-for-all-needs, puts you right back in 
time. The wooden floors, the stools that turn around 
at the soda fountain, the old ice boxes, and Pepsi- 
Cola advertisements and clear glass canisters of 
jawbreakers and licorice. Above the store, 
employes of the Spreckels Sugar Company used to 


Memorial park offers tranquil setting. 


HAVE 


We Serve the Best Barbe- 
cued Beef and Ribs, you've 
ever tasted! 

When you put my own 
selected meat over sea- 
soned oak coals and add 
my "Secret Sauce," 
there's just no beatin’ 
it. It took me 5 long 
years to develop my 
delicious sauce, which is 
made up of 15 ingred- 
ients. I'm @ one man res- 
taurant and | do all the 


cooking. Come dine with 
us! You'll enjoy the food 
and our est prices! 


FAMOUS CALIFORNIA RODEO 
& BIG WEEK ACTIVITIES! 


IN THE EVENING 
COME DINE WITH US AT OUR 
FAMOUS ROUNDUP CAFE — 


REGULAR DINNER HOURS 


“Downtown” 


“twirl their partners round and round”’ on a dance 
floor. 
Company town 

It is a company town, brainstorm of German im- 
migrant turned sugar king Claus Spreckels in 1897. 
Spreckels built his first sugar plant in Watsonville in 
1888, after withdrawing from the Hawaiian cane 
sugar industry. He moved to the company’s present 
location, finding it closer to the Salinas Valley- 
grown beets. 

From that the town’s population, now 563, took 
root and the little community, although not in- 
corporated, is in a real sense a separate entity from 
Salinas. 

Society mainly revolvés around the Volunteer 
Fire Department and the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Hall. 

The fire department was formed in 1899, and 
boasts 26 fire fighters who train three nights a 
month in the fire hall, site of the old Louvre bar 
before the town went dry in the early 1900s when the 
last bar closed. 

‘The men work on a call basis for no pay what- 
soever,’’ Fire Chief Tom Ryan says. ‘‘We’re proud 
of that.” 

The group sponsors men’s and women’s muster 
teams who have won trophies for pulling old- 
fashioned manual pumps. It also sponsors scouts 
and a little league team. : 

The fireman’s Christmas ball is the social event of 


f the season, and the hall can be rented out for groups 
or family events, Ryan said. ‘‘The firemen are § 


always hanging around, playing pool or cards; its a 
place to come and socialize or have a drink.”’ 
All types 
To be a fireman, one must be at least 18 years of 


FUN PARTNER AT OUR 


1 ae 
$.0. SMALLEY — CHEF & PROPRIETOR 


WED. THRU THURS. 5 P.M. TO 9 P.M. 
FRI.-SAT.-SUN. 4 P.M. TO 9 P.M. 


700 WEST 
MARKET ST. 


PHONE FOR RESERVATIONS 


758-0511 


ie 


age, in reasonably good physical health, and a resi- 
dent of Spreckels. 

It is a diverse group, with a wide background of 
experiences which can come in handy in fire 
fighting. ‘‘We’ve had accountants, engineers, elec- 
tricians, morticians, a chemist, welder, tree trim- 
mer and mortician,’’ Ryan says. ‘‘Everybody has 
something different to contribute — a professional 
fire department can’t match us on that.” 

Everyone has to be trained to do every type of job. 
“The men have to get to the point where they can do 
the procedures almost by rote, because there aren’t 
many people who don’t get excited in an emergency. 
We’re constantly training and retraining to be ready 
for any emergency before it hits.”’ 

The department answered 22 alarms in 1976 for 
the roughly square mile which Spreckels covers. 
That includes medical emergencies, rescues, auto 
accidents and smoke scares, as well as actual fires. 

‘We try to determine the nature of the emergency 


when someone calls, before sounding the alarm,”’ | 


Ryan says. ‘‘Then if there’s any question at all we’ll 
send a unit out. If a lady calls and says, ‘My husband 
is turning kind of blue, what should I do about it?’ we 
can’t take the chance of not responding.”’ 
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130 Vears 
STanpar? 


Open daily to 6:00 p.m. 
Fridays ‘til 9:00 p.m. 
Layaways 

Giftwrapping 


FAMOUS BRAND 
NAME SHOES 


SHOES 


SLIPPERS 


330 Main St. 
Oldtown 
Salinas 


Spreckels, which features the Emporium on the corner, post office, and fire department. 


(Californian photos) 


In his 18 years as a volunteer, Ryan has run the 
spectrum from pulling cats out of trees to saving, 
and sometimes losing, lives. ‘‘But it’s mostly just 
the everyday kind of fire fighting that we do out 
here,’’ he adds. “‘It’s not like ‘Emergency,’ it’s real- | 
ly more like ‘Barney Miller’ around here.” / 

VFW Hall 

Clarence Freeze, a 30-year resident of Spreckels, , 
runs the Freeze General Contracting company, and , 
supervises the VF W Hall. ; 

The hall was a major addition when it was built in | 
1955 by the Spreckels Veterans Memorial District. It , 
is supervised by a five member board of directors | 
elected every four years by Spreckels voters, and ' 
gets a regular workout. 

The locally tax-supported hall is leased out for din- . 
ners, dances and community events about 80 per | 
cent of the weekends in a year, and usually two or 
three times during the week, Freeze says. The VF W 
post reserves it only one Saturday night a month. 

World War I veteran Wynn Stivers started the post 
on April 26, 1946, and the memorial district followed 
in 1948. The district has since rebuilt the park, and 
this year added a new $100,000 recreation area 


SPRECKELS, See page D1! 
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Park has an inviting playground for kids. 


When you're just 
learning to walk, 
you need more 
fhan feet. 


Your baby's feet have curly toes, 
terrible muscle tone, underdeveloped 
metatarsals, and inexperienced ten- 
dons. 

They may be the cutest things you've 
ever seen, but the last thing they're 
equipped to do is walk. 

What your baby needs is a pair of 
shoes that help his feet along. Stride- 
Rites. 

StrideRites are designed to help your 
baby walk. They provide the right blend 
of support and flexibility for each stage 
of your baby’s development—beginner 
through intermediate through advanced 
walker. 

We'll fit send baby to the shoe that’s 
exactly right for him. No matter what 
size his feet or how well he.uses them. 


StrideRite progression fit 


The 
Walker. 


The FIRSTIE 
Sizes 2' to 5, C-D-E-EE 


$43 


‘ 


isi: Ret 


The INTERMEDIATE WALKER 
Sizes 2' to 6, C-D-E-EE 


$4 45° 


Clarence Freeze views John Roby mural of Spreckels in VFW Hall. 


(Californian photos) 


across the street from 
the park. It features 
-tennis, horseshoe, 
shuffleboard. and hand 
and raquet ball areas. 


The post began 
sponsoring old time 
Fourth -:‘of . ful 
celebrations in the Sark 
in 1970, featuring a 
* barbecue picnic, games, 
and of course, fireworks. 
Last year 600 people 
attended. 


VFW floats are con- 
sistent winners in the 
Colmo del Rodeo parade. 
They’ve been entering 
for the last 20 years, 


This is the 
Shoe Place for 
the Entire Family 


Featuring 


PERSONAL ATTENTION 
WITH EACH 
FITTING 


Advance 
Walker. 


The ADVANCED WALKER 


Sizes 3’ to 6, $15.50 
64 to 8, C-D-E-EE, $17.50 


CORRECTIVE SHOES IN STOCK, fitted to your doctor's prescription. 


OPEN DAILY TO 5:30; FRIDAYS ‘TIL 9:00 


‘BankAmericard — Master Charge 


Spreckels on its own 


(Continued from page D10) taking first place five 
times in a row, between 


1961 and 1966. 

A, town committee 
meets once every three 
months to keep things 
running smoothly. Its 
three members also 
serve as an advisory 
committee to the 
Monterey County Board 
of Supervisors. 

‘People have a feeling 
of identification with 
Spreckels,’’ Freeze says. 
‘They don’t want to be a 
part of Salinas. We like 
having our own com- 
munity.”’ 
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Spreckels School teaches kids from K-8th grade. 


Welcome 


To the Wonderful World of 


DAVIS FURNITURE SHOWROOMS 


Weinviteyou...... 


We offer you... . 
DECORATOR SERVICE. . 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY . . 
CUSTOM SPECIAL ORDERS 


CONVENIENT TERMS . 


DELIVERY SERVICE. . . 


FOLLOW-UP SERVICE. . 


FREE STORAGE... . 
We offer you. 


We offer you. 


We offer you. 
We offer you. 


Come in soon 


LET US TRY TO PLEASE YOU! 


OPEN DAILY ‘TIL 5:30 - FRIDAYS ‘TIL NINE 


to come in and enjoy browsing 
through a most fascinating furniture 
store staffed by attentive personnel. 


a wide variety of services including: 


In our store or in your home 
. .. at no obligation to you! 


On all items in our showroom! 


Select from hundreds of swatches... 
from many, many styles Bits 
at no extra cost to you! 


90-Day Accounts with no 
finance charges. 

Davis Revolving Charge — 
BankAmericard - Master Charge. 


Anywhere in Monterey County 
... at no charge to you! 


When and if problems occur 
... (within reason, of course! ) 


If you're not quite ready for delivery. 


a wide selection of famous makers such as: Thomasville, 
American of Martinsville, Stanley, American Drew, Lane, 
Sealy, Rembrandt, Stiffel, Flexsteel, Jackson of Danville, 
and many more whose construction and quality features 
are studied by Davis Furniture Showroom buyers. 


a wide variety of price lines to suit most budgets— 
whether you select a sofa at $299 or one at $995; a lamp 
at $29 or one at $229; you can be sure that you will re- 
ceive the consideration and good service that is the tradi- 
tion of Davis Furniture Showrooms. 


our best efforts in helping you to furnish your home in a 
manner which will best reflect your needs and.personality. 


our best efforts to be a consistent source for well-styled, 
better quality furniture at sensible prices. 


2 
avis 
furniture 
showrooms 


Enjoy the 
CALIFORNIA 
. RODEO 


July 14 thru 17 


SHOES 


SALINAS 


Joy Pa 


918 S. MAIN ST. VALLEY CENTER 422-9007 


1228 S. MAIN 


(Just off Blanco Road) 
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The essence of Big Sur must be experienced 


“Big Sur has a climate of its own 
and a character all its own. It isa 
region where extremes meet, a 
region where one is always 
conscious of weather, of space, of 
grandeur, of eloquent silence.’’ — 
Henry Miller, “Big Sur and the 
Oranges of Hieronymous Bosch.”’ 


By ERIC BRAZIL 
Californian City Editor 

Big Sur may be the most widely 
known piece of real estate in 
Monterey County. It is surely the 
most physically spectacular and 
romantic. 

Millions of gallons of paint and 
billions of words have been 
spilled by artists attempting to 
capture Big Sur’s essence. But it 
is elusive. It must be ex- 
perienced. 

Whereas Big Sur exalts some 
like author Miller, it horrifies 
others, like the late novelist Jack 
Kerouac. 

Standing on Bixby Bridge, 
peering through a dark foggy 
night toward a steep road leading 
to the canyon bottom, Kerouac 
writes in his novel ‘‘Big Sur”’ that 
“Tm afraid to go down 
there...It’s been there a million 
years and it doesn’t want me 
clashing darkness with it — It 
comes snarling from a thousand 
crevasses and monster redwood 


John Steinbeck was a member of the first survey- 
ing crew to go down into the Big Sur country before a 
road was built. Highway construction took 18 years 
and cost $10 million. The highway opened in 1937. 


Subject to washouts from winter rains, it twists 
; and turns countless times as it hugs the land on the 


Pacific Oceah’s edge. 
Along its route you will pass: 


— Carmel River State Beach. Though there are 
‘no facilities, its 106 acres are open to swimming, 
surfing, skin-diving and surf-fishing. 


— Bixby Creek Bridge. It is the longest concrete 
arch span in the world at 718 feet in length. It rises 
260 feet above a creek. It has observation alcoves 
‘that look out onto the ocean. The rugged location, 15 
miles south of Monterey, provided the background 
for Steinbeck’s short story, ‘‘The Flight.” 


— Point Sur Light Station. It was established in 
1889. Now entirely automatic, its beam — mounted 
50 feet above ground, 270 feet above sea’ level — can 
be seen for 25 miles. A causeway connects the sta- 
tion with the shore. It is not open to visitors, though. 


— Andrew Molera State Park. At the mouth of the 
Big Sur River, it is a 2,100 acre park for picnicking 


and fishing. 


— Big Sur Village. It’s a modern trading post, 
where local artists, authors and artisans sell works 
in shops. There are several motels and privately 
/owned campgrounds. Steinbeck worked with a labor 
gang building the road south of Big Sur during his 


college years in the 1920s. 


-~ Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park. 


This road 


deserves 
its fame 


The drive along State Route 1, California’s first 
designated scenic highway, runs 72 miles from the 
Monterey Peninsula to the county line. It passes 
some of the most beautiful scenery anywhere. 


roots all over the map of creation 
— I can almost feel the sea 
pulling at that racket in the 
trees.” 


John Steinbeck often noted that 
he was frightened of the dark, 
steep Santa Lucia Mountains in 
his youth. ‘‘Flight’’, one of his 
most famous short stories, is 
soaked in fear and primordial 
mystery: 


The young Mexican boy who is 
the story’s protagonist knifes a 
man to death in a Monterey 
brawl and flees his family’s 
subsistence farm deep into the 
Santa Lucias. 


It proves a one-way flight 
through remorseless country 
which Steinbeck, in a stroke of 
creative genius, peoples with 
shadow people. 


‘Once on a white barren spur, he 
saw a black figure for a moment, 
but he looked quickly away, for it 
was one of the dark watchers. No 
one knew who the watchers were, 
nor where they lived, but it was 
better to ignore tham and never 
to show interest in them. They 
did not bother one who stayed on 
the trail and minded his own 
business.”’ 


The grizzly bears which once 


It has the 


southernmost strand of California redwoods among 


its 2,944 acres. Campsite and trailer facilities, hotel- 
type accommodations and cottages are operated by 
the state parks department. The park offers picnick- 
ing, swimming, river fishing, hiking and riding 


trails. 


— DeAngulo Trail. Willed to the U.S. Forest Ser- 
vice by anthropologist Jaime DeAngulo, it is nine» 
miles south of Big Sur Village. Various hiking trails 


offer panoramic views of the coast. 


— Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park. It is 1,725 
acres of picnie and hiking land, ten miles south of 


Big Sur Village. 


— John Little State Reserve. It is 15 miles south of 
Big Sur Village. Its 21 acres is open for daytime use 


only. 


— New Camaldoli Hermitage. 


American branch of the Benedictine Order. There 
are about 40 resident monks. Located 25 miles south 
of Big Sur Village, it admits visitors to its church, 
guest house and gift shop. 


JULY 6th 


JULY 14-15-16-17 


It is the only 


roamed the Santa Lucias had 
been exterminated by Stein- 
beck’s youth; but few trails 
penetrated the range, and it 
remained wild country. 


Indeed, the country is so dif- 
ficult that the first Spaniards who 
came to. California tough 
hombres all — went around in- 
stead of through it. 


It took 18 years to complete the 
north-south highway opening Big 
Sur to inspection by the public in 
1937. 


Its opening gave the motoring 
public a good look at one of the 
most awe-inspiring meetings of 
land and water on earth — but not 
much of a foothold for year- 
around living and scarcely a 
glimpse of Steinbeck’s country of 
“the watchers.”’ 


Big Sur has no precise boun- 
daries, but by general un- 
derstanding it stretches from 
Malpaso Canyon on the north to 
Lucia — or possibly as far as 


Kirk Creek — on the south. 
Inland, Big Sur flows im- 
perceptibly into the Ventana 


Wilderness Area, which includes 
the upper watersheds of the Big 
and Little Sur, Arroyo Seco, 


BIG SUR, See page D13 


ulia Pfeiffer Burns Parks’ awe-inspiring falls. 
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Big Sur area makes 
inviting walk. 


The 
CAMPUS 
SHOP 


Salutes 
the 1977 
California 
Rodeo 


...forthose \: 
formal parties 
or just for fun 
The Campus Shop 
has over 300 
long dresses 

to choose from 


—- CAMPUS. 
BRIDAL SHOP 


— Shirley Hansen-Owner — 
Open Monday thru Saturday 9:30-5:30 
Friday Nights ‘til 9 
Evening Appointments for Bridal Groups 


(Californian photo) 


RIDE 'EM COWBOY 


ROPE YOURSELF A GOOD TIME! WE | 


WISH THE 1977 RODEO MUCH SUCCESS! - 
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‘ Orient omriak ti Modern Banking 
with Old World Courtesy 


e Checking Accounts @ Passbook Accounts @ Bank-By-Mail 


® Special Checking e Add-on Money Maker Passbook 
e Master Charge 


@ Travelers Checks @ International Banking e Trust Services 
¢ Loans (Business, Auto, Real Estate, Education, etc.) 


FULL SERVICE BANK 
WORLDWIDE 
WITH OVER 100 OFFICES : 


: 


531 S. MAIN STREET, SALINAS, CALIFORNIA 93901 ; 


CALIFORNIA 
FIRST BANK 


3 (Continued from page D1 2) 


Carmel, Nacimiento and San 
Antonio rivers. 


The Monterey County Board of 
Supervisors adopted the Coast 
Highway Master Plan in 1962 to 
preserve the scenic grandeur of 
Big Sur. It was about as tough a 
piece of zoning legislation as the 
nation had seen at the time, and it 
appears to have worked about as 
those who forged it anticipated. 
There is no Sea Ranch along the 
Big Sur coast, and the county’s 
zoning makes it unlikely that 
there will ever be. 


Barbed wire fencing along 
some of the most temptingly 
attractive spots along State 
Route 1 give the tourist this 
message: Keep moving; look but 
don’t touch. 


The largest, most accessible 
and, and~-from the family 
recreational standpoint the most 
useable part of Big Sur is Pfeiffer 
Big Sur State Park. 


The State Park Commission 
acquired the nucleus of the 
present park, 680 acres, in 1934 
from homesteader John Pfeiffer. 
Part of the $164,000 purchase 
price was met by Monterey 
County, part by the state. And 
Pfeiffer himself donated $70,000 
worth of land. 


State Route 1 was completed in 
1937, 18 years after its con- 
struction began, and the park 
was opened to the public. 


Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park 
now includes 810 acres on both 
sides of the Big Sur River about 
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Are You Familiar 
With All Our Services? 


RADIO 
DISPATCHED 


24-HOUR 


SEWER-DRAIN SERVICE 


SERVICE 


oe 


Pmeds ates 


JOHN “DAVE RALPH 
16 YRS. 10 YRS. 11 YRS. 


THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR EXPERIENCE! 
OVER 37 YEARS OF HIGHLY PROFESSIONAL 


SERVICE TO BUSINESS AND INDIVIDUALS. 


__—__Drain Cleaning 
* COMMERCIAL * INDUSTRIAL* RESIDENTIAL * 


Septic Tank Service 
* VACUUMED PUMPED * REASONABLE RATES * 


Plumbing 


* INSTALLATION TOILETS, WATER HEATERS 
GARBAGE DISPOSALS—REPAIRS 


591-G BRUNKEN AVE. - SALINAS, CA. 93901 - 422-0055 
NMAASTER CHARGE AND BANKAMERICARD ACCEPTED* 


Enjoy , 


July 14-17 


Monday, July 11,1977 __ 
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40 miles south of Carmel. 

Its best known and most 
prominent plant species is 
Sequoia sempervirens, the coast 
redwood. But its canyons and 
hillsides and creekbeds support a 
diverse flora, including 
sycamore, cottonwood, white 
alder, Santa Lucia fire, tan oaks, 
live oaks, buckeye and bigleaf 
maple. 


The park’s fauna is also 
abundant and diverse, with water 
ouzels and kingfishers in the 
riverbottom and creeks, deer, 
foxes and bobcats in the higher 
country. 


And raccoons — lots of curious 
raccoons — in the campgrounds. 

The State Department of Parks 
and Recreation says the first 
person other than the native, 
migratory Esselen Indians to 
settle in Big Sur was a man 
named Davis, who arrived in the 
late 1850s or early ’60s. Davis 
built a cabin by Rio Grande del 
Sur (Big River of the South) and 
lived on hunting and trapping. 
His homestead cabin is. still 
standing near the park’s picnic 
area. 


The highest peak visible from 
the park is Mt. Manuel (3,300 ft.) 
It was named for Emanuel In- 
nocenti, a vaquero who arrived in 
the Big Sur area not long after 
Davis. 


Michael Pfeiffer and his family 

including his son John — 
settled at the mouth of Sycamore 
Canyon just west of the present 
park boundary in October, 1869 
In 1884 the Pfeiffers moved into 
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| Big Sur must be experienced 


the Homestead Cabin. It took 
four days to pack in supplies over 
the rough trail from Monterey. 


Even after a wagon road was 
built from Monterey it still took 
11 hours to reach Big Sur, 
because of the tortuous detours at 
the creeks which cut steeply 
down to the ocean all along the 
coast Malpaso, Granite, 
Wildcat, Bixby... 


A good way to see the park is to 
walk the self-guided nature trail, 
which is about a mile long. Other 
trails lead to overlooks of the 
park, and one — an un- 
compromising uphill pull on an 
unshaded slope — to Mt. Manuel. 

The Big Sur River is cold, but it 
has some good swimming holes, 
and it is regularly stocked with 
trout in the summer. 

The: Parks and Recreation 
Department conducts regular 
campfire programs with slides 
and talks during the summer. 
Campgrounds are open year 


around — and reservations are 
strongly advised during the 
summer. 


May through September there 
is a seven-day limit on stays. 

In addition to family 
picknicking and a group picnic 
area that can handle up to 200, 
the park has three group cam- 
pgrounds, one of which can ac- 
commodate 100 campers. It 
opens about May 1. 


Two relatively new day use 
parks north and south have taken 
some of the pressure off Pfeiffer 
Big Sur State Park. 
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State ranger enjoys 
riding Molera range 


By TOM LEYDE 
Californian Staff Writer 

Ralph Fairfield is a man who loves his work, and 
anyone who enjoys the out-of-doors would find it 
hard not to love his work if he had Fairfield’s job. 

He is a ranger at Andrew Molera State Park, 
about 25 miles south of Carmel on Highway 1. 

The park is not only one of the newest editions to 


the California State Park system, but it is also the. 


only state park in the coastal area with a horse 
patrol. 

Among the 28-year-old ranger’s duties is to ride 
herd over the 2,200 acre park. That herd includes 
numerous varieties of plant life and wild life and, 
during peak times, about 150 backpackers and 
tenters. 

“I just really enjoy the out-of-doors and being able 
to work outside and with the people,’’ Fairfield 
acknowledges. 

Besides riding the park’s 22 miles of trails and 
enforcing state park rules and California laws, 
Fairfield gives interpretive talks about the park’s 
natural assets and its history. 

“I’m dealing constantly with people who are on 
vacation and really enjoying themselves and I get to 
get in there and help them enjoy it more,”’ the 
loquacious ranger says. 

Fairfield, who has been with the state Parks. and 
Recreation Department at Molera for two years, 
can rattle off a wealth of interesting information 
about the history of Molera State Park. 

El Sur Ranch 

It was originally part of the El Sur Ranch, founded 
in 1840 on a 6,000-acre Spanish land grant by Capt. 
Juan Bautista Rogers Cooper, grandfather of the 
park’s namesake, Andrew Molera. 

In 1967, the park’s 2,200 acres were deeded to the 
state, following the death of Andrew Molera’s sister, 
Francis Molera, who bequeathed the land in her 
will. But the area was not opened to the public until 
1972. 

Andrew Molera, among other things, popularized 
Monterey Jack cheese, and remains of the ranch 
creamery can still be seen at the park as can Capt. 
Cooper’s original log cabin. 

Remainder of the original Spanish land grant — 
some 4,000 acres — is still a working cattle ranch. 

One of the unique things about Andrew Molera 
State Park, Fairfield explains, is that it is a walk-in 
park. Vehicles are allowed only in the park’s newly 
cleared parking lot and only tent or open air cam- 
ping is allowed. 

Camping is permitted only in the park’s 
designated camping area. A person may stay at the 
park a maximum of three nights. The cost is 50 cents 
per person per night. 

A primary purpose for the park, Fairfield says, 
was “‘to create a place...mainly for hitchhikers and 
for people who didn’t have a lot of money and didn’t 
want to camp next to a Winnebago. 

Sociology grad 
originally from Sacramento, 


Fairfield, was 


graduated from the University of California at 
Davis in 1970 with a degree in sociology. 

He says his degree surprises some people, “but 
sociology is really the study of people and that’s 


Fairfield patrols Molera Park grounds then rewards Dusty with rubdown. 
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Ride ‘em, cowboy 


really my job...here, dealing with people as ef- 
fectively as I can.” 

Fairfield joined the state parks staff after working 
three years for the YMCA following graduation 
from college. He actually began working for the 
state during his college days. 

“‘One way that I kind of worked my way into this 
job is. I worked my way Parough college as a life 
guard for the state at Folsom Lake.” 

A greenhorn when he first began working at 
Molera, Fairfield is now an able horseman. The 
park has two horses, Beaver and Dusty. They are 
quarter horse types, purchased from a Hollister 
rancher, and are gentle animals who work well 
around people, according to Fairfield. 

The park’s headquarters, right off Highway 1 just 
south of Point Sur Lighthouse, were once 
headquarters for the El Sur Ranch. Still standing 
are the ranch’s cookhouse, bunkhouse, barn and 
blacksmith shop. That made it easy to implement a 
horse patrol program, Fairfield explains. 

“I think it would have been a little more difficult 
to have started a horse patrol if we hadn’t been all 
set up for it,”’ he says. 

One of 10 

Molera State Park is one of 10 parks in California 
with horse patrols. 

**They (horses) make it easier (for rangers) to 
cross the (Big Sur) river,’’ he adds. 

The Big Sur River runs through the park and into 
the ocean along the park’s shoreline. 

Fairfield is constantly on the lookout for illegal 
campers and campfires. 

“It was an illegal camper that started the (1972) 
Molera fire,’’ he points out. 

That fire cost the state millions of dollars, not only 
to contain the fire but to fight lawsuits which 
resulted from damage caused by mudslides that 
resulted from the fire. 

“T really like to catch them (illegal campers) in 
the act and let them know’”’ about fire danger, says 
Fairfield. 

Putting out a campfire may not be enough to 
prevent a fire from starting. Fairfield says rangers 
found an illegal campfire in a redwood grove in the 
park that had been doused the previous week, but 
flared up again. 

Last summer, the walk-in camping area to the 
beach was closed because of extreme fire danger. 

Ambulance crewman 
Fairfield, who lives in Julia Pfeiffer State Park, 
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Fairfield pauses to answer questions from camping couple. 


south of Andrew Molera Park, is a member of the 
volunteer Big Sur ambulance crew, which can keep 
him busy when he’s not at his ranger chores. 

All of the park rangers in the area have received 
emergency medical training (EMT) courses. 

The ambulance service was created by the Big 
Sur area’s 500 residents who raised funds to pay for 
the ambulance. 

“‘That’s another reason that I enjoy living here, 
the spirit of the community.”’ The ambulance crew, 
Fairfield says, has to “thandle any situation that 
comes up.”’ 

Since the parking lot was created at Andrew 
Molera pues more people are using the area. 
During the summer there are as many as 150 per- 
sons camping at one time. That has put more of a 
strain on the rangers’ job. So has the drought since 
there are more wild animals in the park because of 
the low water situation in the area. 

: Dangerous animals 

Dealing with the animals can present difficulties. 

One day while Fairfield was working at Pfeiffer-Big 


. Sur State Park, he was summoned to a campsite by 


a woman whose camp had been invaded by a wild 
boar (they grow to 250-300 pounds). 


(Californian photos) 


“I asked the woman for some pots and pans and 
began clanging them and yelling, ‘go away piggy, go 
away.”’ That boar looked at me and snorted and 
pretty soon I was up on the hood of a car yelling ‘go 
away piggy’ and clanging the pots and pans. Pretty 
soon the pig got bored with me and just walked 
away.” 

The job also may entail moving a rattlesnake 
away from a camping area. ‘‘We usually put them in 
a garbage bag and take them to another area of the 
park,”’ Fairfield said. 

Thefts have become a problem in the park. 

“It’s amazing some of the things that go on in 
State parks,” Fairfield says. ‘The first year the 
— lot was opened, $6,000 worth of property was 
stolen.” 

Despite the job’s few difficulties, Fairfield finds it 
a most satisfying career. 

“Being a ranger, I have the opportunity to be 
transferred to any one of 250 state parks, and each 
one is unique. I look at that positively. This (Molera) 
is Special in its own way and one of the ways is the 
horses..The park kind of demands them. 

“This is the thing I enjoy, being out in Molera 
meeting and working with the people.”’ 
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Jamesburg hears, talks 
all across the Pacific 


By DOUG BEEMAN 
Californian Staff Writer 

Nestled in a secluded 
location just over the hill 
from the Carmel Valley, 
a $7.5 million electronic 
monolith called the 
Jamesburg Earth 
Station reaches for the 
clouds. 

The contented cattle 
from nearby ranches 
that raze the 
surrounding acreage in 
the Cachagua Valley pay 
no particular attention to 
the gleaming ten-story- 
tall dish over their 
heads. 


But the station is a 
vital communications 


signals from the Far 
East and from outer 
space to the television 
networks and from there 
to the set in your living 
room. 


But relaying television 
is a very small part of 
the station’s activities. 
In fact, it accounts for 
just two per cent of its 
total services. 


Most of its time and 
ener ey is spent rey ing 
telephone calls 
transmitting data at the 
speed of light overseas 
via a satellite orbiting 
over the Pacific Ocean. 


The transmission is 
done much faster than 


station manager. 

Since the station 
opened in December, 
1968, technology has 
been developed that 
allows computers to use 
the station to send in- 
formation to other 
pomeuers at the rate of 
56 kilibits per second. 


In plain English it 
means the computers 
can send 70,000 words 
per minute. At that rate, 
the entire front page of 
the Californian could be 
sent to Tanay, the 
Philippines, in a matter 
of seconds. 


Electrocardiograms 
can be sent by way of the 


on the Cachagua Valley 
Road just past the 
Cachagua Camp. The 
station conducts tours, 
but you should call ahead 
for reservations. The 
telephone number is 649- 
2293. 

It is operated by a 
cooperative of several 
companies. These in- 
clude the Com- 
munications Satellite 
Corporation (COMSAT) 
and a combine of AT&T, 
ITT, RCA and Western 
Union. 

COMSAT retains 50 
per cent ownership of the 
Jamesburg Earth 
Station. It also owns 
about 30 per cent of an 


stations, under IN- 
TELSAT (International 
Telecommunications 
Satellite Organization), 
have 174 antennae. 

At the station, a large 
low building contains 
most of the maze of 
electronic equipment 
that runs the 97 foot dish- 
shaped antenna. 

Signals (for television, 
data and telephone 
communications) are 
relayed to the station by 
way of two microwave 
antenna systems. One 
system is anchored in 
the San Francisco Bay 
area and the other 
system, which is sort of a 
backup for the first 
system, is anchored in 
Lodi. 

The signals run 
through the station’s 
electronic equipment, 
where the are 
strengthened, and 
relayed through the 
large antenna to a 
satellite over the Pacific 
Ocean which is a syn- 
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Antenna cranked sykward to pick up signals. 
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link to the rest of the 
world 

Probably the station’s 
reatest claim to fame 
as been its job of 
relaying television 


international 
organization which 
controls the entire in- 
ternational system of 140 
earth stations in 82 
countries. These 


was possible with the old 
cable across the ocean 
floor. 

“The technology is, 
continually improving,”’ 
says John Scroggs, 


Jamesburg Earth 
Station to other stations 
and other doctors around 
the world almost as 
quickly. 

The station is located 


chronous orbit 22,300 
miles over the equator. 

Synchronous orbit 
means the satellite is 
turning with the earth, 
which makes it seem as 
if the satellite is 
Stationary over the 
planet. 

From the satellite, the 
signal is relayed back to 
all the earth stations 
surrounding the Pacific 
Ocean. 

The system works the 
same way over the In- 
dian Ocean, which has 
one satellite, and over 
the Atlantic Ocean, 
which has two satellites. 

The antenna has a 
SY 8 t-é:m 38 Bidet 
automatically keeps it 
pointed at the satellite. 
There are back up 
systems to adjust the 
antenna if necessary, 
including a man- 
powered hand crank. 

Why build the station 
in relatively un- 
developed land? 

It's simply because the 
land is relatively un- 
developed. There’s 
virtually no radio in- 
terference which could 
disrupt the signal 
coming into the station 
or being transmitted. 
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